Spanish Morocco after the Defeat of Abd-el-Krim 99
Protectorate the French were occupied in extending
law and order to the outskirts of the Sultan's dominions
by a brilliant series of military operations which were
to be brought to a triumphant conclusion in 1934 with
the occupation of the Wadi Draa Hne on the southern
boundary of Morocco
Thus everything appeared to be going very well, and
there seems every reason to believe the conditions of
tranquillity prevailing in Spanish Morocco would have
continued had it not been for events on the Peninsula
These events were startling enough. In March 1931
the monarchy fell, and many people anticipated there
would be serious repercussions in Spanish Morocco
They were wrong. The change-over to the Republic
took place so quietly that officials dozing in their
offices were not disturbed I happened to be in Tetuan
immediately afterwards, and found tranquillity com-
plete Nor did the general situation change in the
least with the coming of the Republic, for though the
Republicans in the presidios might play the Marseillaise
on cracked gramophone records and fondly imagine
that in future they need not even pretend to work, the
administration altered not at all The Moors did not
care a fig for either King Alfonso or the Republic pro-
vided they were not disturbed Sidi Mohammed was
Sultan of all Morocco and Commander of the Faithful3
while the ways of the Christians passed all under-
standing Things went on much the same as before.
Ifhi, a tiny strip of territory on the west coast of
Morocco with a population of some fifteen thousand,
was occupied for the first time by a column under
Colonel Capaz, and Merribi Ribbo, brother of El Hiba,
defeated by the French in the course of their drive
south, took refuge in Spanish territory.